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THE  LAST  DISCOURSE   OF  SOCRATES

It is from the written works of his pupil, Plato, that we know the teaching of one of the greatest
of Greek thinkers, Socrates (470-399 B.C.) who was himself more concerned with meeting and
debating with others than in writing. He was accused by his enemies on flimsy charges and
sentenced to death by drinking the poison, hemlock. Our picture, by the famous French artist,
David, shows Socrates with his friends as the end approaches, and this last discourse was duly
recorded by Plato,

WISE MEN OF ANCIENT TIMES

MAN is an animalj'so far'^as
his body is concerned, but he
differs in one very important
respect from all other animals. He is
able to think and reason and does not
rely upon instinct alone. Because of this
great fact that man possesses a think-
ing brain great nations and civilisations
have arisen and countless inventions
and discoveries have been made about
the Universe in which we live.

We all think for ourselves by means
of our brains, and though we are not
all great thinkers we have the intel-
ligence to recognise the truths and
discoveries told to us by men whose
mental powers are higher than our

own or have special] 'aptitudes^ which
make them leaders in theirj own
spheres.

We ourselves become wiser because of
the knowledge they impart, or we
benefit in one way or another because
of the many inventions and discoveries
made by others who have used their
brains to good purpose.

Thales the Wise

One of the earliest thinkers of whom
we have any record is Thales, who lived
in Greece between the years 640 and
550 B.C. Thales was one of the Seven
Wise Men of Greece and some of their
sayings "are still in commonjuse to-day.
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